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SYMPOSIUM EXPLORES AVENUES FOR U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY 
MISSOULA -
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center’s Defense Critical Language/Culture 
Program will bring top experts from the Middle East and the United States to The University 
of Montana for a two-day symposium next month.
The symposium - “New Avenues for U.S. Middle East Policy” -  begins Wednesday, 
March 4, with a keynote address by John Duke Anthony, founding president and chief 
executive officer of the National Council on U.S.-Arab Relations. The keynote event will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. in the University Center Theater.
Three panel discussions highlighting key geographic flashpoints in the Middle East will 
be held Thursday, March 5, on the third floor of the University Center. The first panel 
discussion begins at 9:30 a.m. in the University Center Theater. The symposium’s closing 
session -  “What the President Faces: Now Comes the Hard Part,” presented by Ambassador 
Mark Johnson -  begins at 6 p.m.
All events are free and open to the public. A complete schedule of events and 
biographies of symposium panelists and speakers is on the Mansfield Center Web site at
http://www.umt.edu/mansfield.
“The policy direction decided upon by our new president and his Cabinet will have 
broad implications for all Americans,” said Jan Trickel, who directs the Defense Critical 
Language/Culture Program.
The new program’s primary mission is to prepare Americans in the military and other 
government agencies to operate and work throughout the Middle East and China.
“We are excited to be launching our public programming with a topic of this import 
and a really impressive lineup of experts,” Trickel said.
The symposium is co-sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Montana. For more 
information, call the Mansfield Center at 406-243-2988 or e-mail mansfield@umontana.edu,
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